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Section A: Grammar (6 marks) ,
For items 1 to 6, choose the most suitabie answer and shade the corfect numberin the -
OAS provided. (6 x 1 mark) -

1) | “My mother an apble pie for you just naw, Amy,” whisperefad Rani.
(1) bake (2 baked |
(3)  bakes @ baking T ( )

2) “These brand-new trousers very comfortable. You shcjuld- weélr them to
- camp tomorrow,” advised my mother. ;
(1) - look @) looked |

~ (3)- looks : (4)  looking _ (. ).

_3) The: campers rowed their 'kéyaks the Joher river in order?to reach its mouth

at the sea. _ : -
(1)  on L 2  down :

4) - Belinda is able to dance. so-beautifully - she puts in at least six hours of
practice daily. | o - ?.
(1 if : : (2)  sothat :

. (3) b.t.]t | (4)  because ‘ ( )

5) Ho Sheng went to the same primary school as you, A he?l

{1 did : : (2) does
@ didnt @) doesnt ()
B) The students wili be kept - after school if they cannojt finish their group
| project by dismissal time. - . '
(1 on @ in B
(3 off | 4 away ()



Section B: Vocabulary (6 marks)

For each questlon 7 to 12, choose the most suitable answer and- shade the correct’

number in the OAS provnded (6 x 1 mark}

7)

8).

“ 40)
L 11)

12)

The fishermen climbed out of their boats and immediately started to

if you are a new worker, you will have to spend time and effort to learn the

before you can do-your job well.

(1) - ropes (2) tools

{3)  tricks (4) things - ¢ )
- 'W;th the invention of the aqua-lung, underwater : ' became possible. -

(1) living (2) Journeys

(3) voyage (4)  explorations . ()

their- heavy netsto land: .
(1) haul (2) slide
(3) -plungé | (4)  whitl . ( &)

The vﬂlagers had to spend a lot of time to clean up the river as it was heavily

by some factones upstream.

(1) ‘soiled : (2) litered

3) poluted . (4) - stained )
“If this. rain-doesn’t stob, the river will surely its banks and we will

" have to,evacuéte‘ to higher'ground,” warned the mayor.

(1)  overrun : (2) overilow

(3)  overshoot (4y  overspill | ( )

The farmers were able to reap a good harvest from their fields as the land was very

(1) fertile _ (2) barren

(3) scarce (4)  plentiful ( )



Section C: Comprehensmn (MCQ)

 Read the following. passage carefully. Then answer questions 13 to 17 by choosing the most
suitable answer and shade the correct number in-the OAS provided. (5 x 1. mark)

respectful.- dlstance from them. A’ swipe from their powerful tails could. capsize our

" | venture. Wl[d boars had sharp tusks that could infiict serious injury on unsuspecting

Early morning fog hung above the river as the hunters advanced slowly in their
canoes. | was spending- some time in- Sarawak with the Iban natives and the ch:ef’s
| son who spoke some Engflish. He had consented to take me and my camera crew on a.
_hunting tnp for a documentary t was producing on these people .

The muddy-coloured fiver was the source of life for these people. Bathmg, 5
laundry washlng, fi shing-—everyth|ng was done here. As we moved along, | spotted
| smali anlmals like mousedeer grazing along the river banks. Every once in a while a
bunch of wrid monkeys chattering !oudty, swung into view in the - tree branches -
overlooking the river. It was as if they were welcoming us.

A sudden excited shout drew my attention to the front of the boat. There| 10
| were some alhgators moving slowly just to the left of my canoe. They resembled Iogs
with only- therr eyes and their snouts showing above the water. The Ibans kept a |

flimsy. wooden canoe and send all of us tumblmg into the water, becoming their next
| meal. Thlnking about it sent shudders through me. -Our skilful carsman fi nally moved 15
us: away from the predators. .

F:nal!y, we arrived at a sandbank. We gotout and heliped to carry’ the canoe
up onto dry: Iand From there, we moved into the jungle and started the hunt for WIId
boars——a dehcacy for the natives in these parts. With their blowplpes containing the g
1 poisoned. darts we moved as quietly as we could, trying to listen out for the squeal of{ 20
the wild boars Excitement rose within me for | knew this was qwte a dangerous

| victims. | had read about and seen ptctures of the kind of injuries — deep cuts
" exposing the bone, that were caused to hapless, inexperienced hunters. However,
fwe were detenmned to document everything on this trip. - 25 |

- f - ’ - Adapled from "Discovery Channel” TV documentary




3)

14)

.1 )

18)

17}

The writer and his camera crew were

(1) tourists on a leisurely river cruise in Sarawak

(2) amatehr hunters on a wild boar huntin the Sarawak jungles

(3) film-makers trying to document the life of the Ibans in Sarawak

{4) film-makers trying to document the life of the animals In Sarawak {

The Ibans regarded the river as

(1) the easiest mode of transport

(2) the pléce for.carrying out daily activities

(3) the bestway to transport people to the city

(4) the only way to get through the thick jungles ' (

. | %
in paragraph 3, the word ‘it* (line 2@) refers to

(1) the writer's dislike of the 'appeairance‘olf the alligators
{2) the maintenance of a safe distance from them by the lbans

(3) the fear of being capsized and thrown into the murky river

(4) the fear of becoming the alligators’ food if their canoe capsized (

On this river trip, the Ibans were actually hunting for
{1) wild boars .

(@) wild monkeys

(3) river alligators

(4) grazing mousedeer ‘ (

The writgrwés afraid

(1) to meet wild monkeys scavenging for food
(2) to hear wild boars which may squeal suddenly
(3) of inexperienced hunters-who did not know how to'use their weapons

(4) of getting injured -when they encountered the wild boars they were hunting

End of Booklet A
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Section A : Grammar {8 marks}

For questlons 18 .to 21, read the passage carefully, choose the correct word-from the
words given in the box and write its letter (A to G} in each blank.

4xt mark)

USE EACH OPTION ONCE ONLY.

| Y’Q few (B) ény : Nnoﬁe
( ‘much ‘- ' \(é{éome Wiﬁ.le

Dear Mother,

I 'am fine. The Captain has gwen ‘me time to write this letter to you. Today as

always thére is (18)f ‘ to do — scrubbing the decks, gettmg the meals for the

r-

Captain and also spending an hou. or two W|th the Doctor who is teaching me how to read -

and write !

| have made a (19) . gobd-friehds a;r'long thés sea-faring roughnecks.
There are even (20) | wﬁo sh%are with me the secrets of ‘th,eir ,inn_e_rrpost_ souis.
They tell me that although 1) _ ___wish to go home empty-handed, they fear

"éncounteling pirates and _Iosing#their--lives!:g But, don't worry, Mother, | am in good hands. - 1

will come back to you safe and sound, a?_s the” good Doctor has promised you: | will write -

again. Until then, keep well.
Your dear boy,

Jim Hawkins

(fdea sourced from the story Treasure Island} -

{a letter written by me Hawkins to his mother from on board the Hispaniola)



For questlons 22 to 25, read the passage carefully. Choose the correct word from the
‘words glven in the box and write its letter (A to G)in each blank: (4 x 1 mark)

USE EACH OPTION ONCE ONLY.

The river had its sourcd] in the mountains of Agra. (22 . 4 | it was not very

wide, if hevertheless[rushed) past the village with such ferOCIty that Nma and her parents and -

the other villagers all called it the “Roaring Tiger”. Most villagers kept a respectful distance

from the fast—ﬂowmg river. .

Nina, . (23) N being the adventurous anfd bold- one among her

siblings, loved the river and often stood on its bahks, sir_lging‘loudiy-;-'lt was herway of telling it -

how much she loved it. (24) _ _ _she was tired af:ier singing for some-time,
she- would - stand andn stare in wonder at how the swift currents c‘imrned the sur_féce of the
water into a giant, frothy white milkshake———much like her mother's énilk pudding. Sometimes,

her parents asked her what shersaw in that fearsome river. They ‘told her to be careful and

that just (25) . __she was not afraid, she must still respect it and stay clear of

‘the slippery rocks. Always obedient, Nina listened to their wammg.‘




Section B: Vocabula'n} (8 marks)

For questions 26 to 29, read the- following passage carefully Choose the correct word
from the words. gtven in the box and write its letter (A to. G) in each blank. (4 x 1 mark) -

USE EACH WORD_ONCE ONLY

Nonvenient- Yﬁ)\generate 'TS)\summit
w sea shanties TE) navigate \(E)\shrivelled

{&) explore -

For people living in the rembte' patts of Borneo, thé river is the life sbu;ce-of everything.

.Forone. thing, it prowdes a (26) - _f,o'rm of transport especially where there are
1 ‘ ' '

| ho accessable roads Even very young children can handle the many row-boats. They often

manage to skilfully (27) ‘ their way down the river to thgnegrest town to

sell the goods produced in their village. Writers often write little {28) to teli
others of this amazing feat by the children.

Sometimes, even.an‘-occasiona! eld.e'rly.gentleman (29} | in appearance

would also show off that he too can make it down the river in a ‘sampan’. ThIS is what life is

like in these parts of the Bornean hmter!and



.

For i:]_ues't'ions 30 to 33, rdﬁodse the most suitable answer and write its- number in the
brackets provided. (4 x 1 mark) -

;'Pirates are sea robbers. For hundreds of years, they have. (30) ~_and.

attacked ships in many parts of the world. Wherever there have been ships with goods and

money wforth'stealing.‘.thefe have been pirates, it seems.

) Unlike long égo, piratés now use fast motorboats_"a_r‘]c_i_'a_re {31) -« with

guns’ or other wéapons. When they - spot their target, they wait patiently and only

(32) the large Shlp at nlgﬁt Then Very quickly and silently, they climb.up its side

ln order to rob its crew and passengers. Although the government of some countries use’

- their nayy to (33) the narrow stretches of busy sea routes off their coastline,

. .piracy c_bntinues to be rampant because the pirates usually carry out their criminal acts under

30, (1) bullied ) ‘-alarmed

“-the c'loefk_ of darkness ta avoid -detection and aFIESf: '

(3)  menaced a 4 terrorised __ { ] -
31 (1) armed (2) fitted
' _2(3)' covered - (4) loaded IR ¢ ')(.
32 {1)  meet @ stike - L
f(-3) approach (4) encounter - - ( '. )
33. 5(1) sail (2) patrol | ,
- (3) - wafch - _{(4) control - ( )




Section C: Comprehens:on Cloze (5 marks)

-For questions 34 to 38, read the passage carefully. Fill in each of the blanks with the
most suitable word. (5x 1 mark)

YOU ARE ONLY ALLOWED TO USE ONE WORD FOR EACH BLANK.

The sailorf up in the look-out post spotted a flag with a skull and. crossbones and’

sounded the alarm. /J\hc:y,belowI Plratesl"

Fearing the worst, -he hastily climbed (34) : from\ the ‘look-out post and

rushed into the captam s cabin with the bad news. Captam ‘Williams came out on the- deck of

H

the (35)- and stoed at the nbow his. spyglass extended in the direction

" indicated by the sallor Then he gave the command to everyone present to prepare tfo outrun

the plrates

“Aye, aye, SirI” his men answered "We have only few (36) ‘ - three

,p_Lstols-and two msty_old_canngnﬁ with a few rusted baﬂs and so may not f ire properly. | wish
~ this had not been a cargo ship but a warshlp!”he conttnued feel:ng hopeless -Captain.

Williams. knew what this encounter w:th the pirates meant — they would all meet with an

eatrly death (37) - ;”fﬁ‘e pirates c_:aught up ‘with them -ﬁnaﬂy. His men somehOw

read the captain’s grave silence and knew this time they 'mig-ht not be able to escape. Putting

ona (38) - : frent, the men.immediately set a new course westwards away from

the approaching p_irates. Nowithe battle for survival had begun. .



Section E: Comprehension (OE)

Read the following passage carefully. Then write the answers for questions
39 to 43 (5 x 2 marks) '

“Arrgh!” 1 only: remembered ‘that the-—ya-cht- had:hit the half-submerged:reef. Now, 1 sat up,
and surveyed the wrt;ckage that littered the beach — bits and pieces of the yacht. It was all
‘S,o quiet. | wondered how ényone coﬁld possibly find me. " There were more than a
thousand islands -in the Paciﬁc__\and I seémed to have been washed ashore on an

ey

{ uninhabited one.
Suddenly, | heard a loud, e‘xcitéd bark from the bushes. Bounding from thesrwas
j Rufu:s! Dear old Rufus! He was alive and well. At a time like this, | truly abpreciated a

;§ mzn's best friend indeed.: Then after the initial re-introductions amid wet licks, | realized a

dull, dry- ache in my throat followed gradually by a loud rumbling in the stomach.. |
.‘ehough- for me to make a jump for some of the fruit. Using a sharp rock, | stripped away
" | I managed to pull down two greener but ‘smaller ¢oconuts. "This time, both Rufus and |

{ coconuts to satisfy both our hunger.

it was almost night when we had finished eating. ‘We had to find shelter. After
_ | walking aleng the shore for a few hundred metres, we chanced upon a small, rocky cave

| just big enough to fit both our weary bodies in. | let out a Joud, happy sigh and Rufus

| barked approvingly as we settied in for the night.

When | regained consciousness, | found ‘rnymouth full of sand. | spat it out—|

_ | struggled to my feet and made my way to some coconut trees. Fortunately, théy were short:
- (the husk and managéed to crack a hole in the shell. ‘No good! it had no water. However,'

| drank to our fill the pufe sweet juice. Quenched, we returned tb crack open the-first two.

-10

15




* N

3«7}@ What had: happened to the \(Jriter's yacht before he regained consciousness ?

.
40'39) What does the word “them’ in line B refer to?

-4&) What was the relationship between Rufus and the writer?

1) Which phrase in the‘_pas".s'age}itéﬂs you that the writer was hungry?
J{'l ‘ : . B

&2’.} How do you think the writer félt when he found the cave shelter to spend the night in?

. bl =103 | of'paper*‘***
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o1 (02 03] 04 Q5 | g6 ] 07 [ 08 | Q9 [0i0] Q1L | Q12 Qi3 [ 014] 015 Qi6
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Q18 [ Q19 | Q20 } Q21 | Q22 | Q23 | Q24 | Q25 | Q26 | Q271 Q28 | Q29 [ Q30 | Q31 | Q32 | Q33

D A | E C E G | A C A E D F 4 1 3 2

- 34) down 35) ship 36) weapons 37) when 38) brave

| 39) Before he regained consciousness, the writer's yai:ch had hit a half-submerged
reef.

40) It refers to the bushes.,

41) It was that of dog and owner. Rufus was the writer’s pet dog and the writer was
Rufus’s owner.

. ~42) The phrase is “a loud rumbling in the stomach”.

'43) I think the writer was jubilant that he finaily found a cave shelter to spend a
nightin.
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